Honeoye Lake Watershed Task Force Meeting
Honeoye Public Library
6:00 pm October 23", 2025
Attending:
Terry Gronwall — HLWTF/Town of Canadice
Dorothy Gronwall — HVA
Mark Adams - Town of Naples
Dr. Bruce Gilman — FLCC
Steve Barnhoorn — Town of Richmond
Bob Sloane —HVA
Betsy Landre — Ontario County Planning Department
Drew Crane — HVA
Jim Huntington — HVA

Jeremy Paris — Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District

Meeting called to order by Terry Gronwall at 6:00pm

Privilege of the floor: None

Approval of July 24™ minutes: Moved by MA, second by SB; motion carried
Approval of Financial Report: Moved by MA, second by SB; motion carried
New Business

Approval to pay OCSWCD 3Q25 service invoice for $624.00: Moved by MA, Second by DC;
motion carried

Old Business
Finger Lakes Watershed Grants Program Award (DEC. 2023) 2025 Usage Update — B. Landre

Betsy shared the usage report of the CD3 system. She shared the user data from the cleaning
sessions and highlighted which tools were used the most. Terry asked about outreach for the
second season, so people are more aware that the system exists. On average the lake sees 2-3k
people/season. Suggestions for outreach were meeting with NYS Prism or OCSWCD.




2025 Weed Harvesting Program Final Update -- B. Landre

Betsy shared that July 2025 was light in terms of time that the harvester was used, but that
August was considerably more busy than usual. For the 33 days of operation; 51.25 barge loads
(@ 1.5 tons/load) of material was removed, along with 31.25 Harvester loads (@ 12 tons/load)
of material removed; for a total estimated 452 total tons removed. Dump trucks were used to
haul 32.5 loads of aquatic weeds away from the lake. In the last few days of operations, the
Towns of Canadice and Richmond provided trucks and drivers to haul weeds. Also, a resident
from S. Bristol used their own truck to pick up aquatic weeds for their com posting needs. Truck
loads went primarily to Schenk Homestead Fa rm, an organic farm. Other farms in the area are
welcome to request aquatic weeds for soil augmentation. Some talk about a smaller harvester
in the future to get the smaller areas that the bigger harvester can’t get to, would be helpful,

DEC Alum Treatment Pilot Study to Control Phosphorus in Honeoye Lake — Terry Gronwall

As of now the monitoring to be done by DEC is now complete, there is no plan to do more
treatments and the request to do sampling after treatment has gone unanswered. NYS DEC’s

project manager was expected to release the report ASAP, but as of two weeks ago, no report
has been issued.

DEC WQIP Aeration Engineering Planning Grant Project - B. Landre, T. Gronwall

The project has been restarted and is currently looking for cost estimates for the aeration
planning grant, the current estimate is three years old (in 2022 the estimate was $1.2 million,
with $35-40k in operating costs). Discussion about who should own/operate/maintain the
system and other options for funding. NYS DEC was eager to start the alum project before
looking into aeration as an option for remediation.

Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District Grant Project Updates — J. Paris

Contracts have been received, municipalities are in the process of purchasing blades and will be
providing documentation for reimbursement after purchase. Adjustable, spring loaded blade
systems are outfitted with 12’ blade sections that independently conform to the changing road
surface. By maintaining better road contact with the plow blade, it ensures a more efficient
snow removal process. With a more efficient removal process, less salt is needed for snow
removal.

Sandy Bottom Park project has been completed and installed. Town of Richmond installed the
project in a day in a half. More rock (in addition to the rock already installed) was placed to help
protect the shoreline. The upper portion of the lake shore was back filled with soil and coir logs
to aid in the planting of spicebush, nannyberry and red osier dogwoods.

The grant for WQIP round 21 was submitted for Jersey Hill Road. The project will consist of
roadside stabilization in 5 locations along the road. The project will aid in sta bilizing the road
bank and slowing erosion into the Honeoye lake tributary,




Potential Honeoye Lake Watershed Erosion Control Projects for future grant proposals ~ All

Discussion of projects included: Inlet restoration projects; survey of outlet for dredging;
streambank erosion projects.

Town of Richmond Outlet Creek and Mill Creek Master Plan Project Update - S. Barnhoorn

Town of Richmond has had a meeting with MRB Engineering, no updates. B. Sloane asked about
a holding pond that could potentially “back flush” to the lake and to see if that option could be
looked into.

Jacalyn Malinowski, SUNY Geneseo NSF grant proposal to study bottom sediments pending —
T. Gronwell

NSF grant was applied for, but not given. Resubmittal is pending.
Honeoye Lake 2025 vs. 2024 stratification comparison review — T. Gronwell, HLWTF

Terry shared charts of 2024 temperature and dissolved oxygen (DO) versus the same data in
2025. Discussion about anoxia and phosphorus release during the drought of the current
season. Low rainfall during the 2025 season has not allowed the lake to flush and comparisons
were made to the 2002, 2010 & 2013 seasons. Jlim asked about the state of the lake in a
nutshell and what testing has been done. Terry referred him to past newsletters, as a lot of that
data can be found there.

2024 HLWTF Projects — T. Gronwell

-Published 2025 HLWTF newsletter January 2025

- Collect lake water quality data May-October 2025

-Blue-green algae blooms reported to NYSDEC 2025

-HLWTF 2025 weekly water quality updates

All projects complete

Key community issues HVA - B. Sloane

B. Sloane commented on various issues from his HVA constituents, stated below:

As a reminder, the Honeoye Valley Association (HVA) serves as the liaison between the Task
Force and the Honeoye community. It is our role to listen to residents and bring forward lake and
watershed concerns in a constructive, solution-based way. Below are some major issues currently

circulating among lakeshore residents that warrant Task Force attention and action:




1. Aging Population & Nearshore Weed Management

Residents, particularly seniors, are struggling to manage weeds along their shorelines. They
cannot rake or hand-cut weeds as required.

* Suggestion: Consider adding a small harvester capable of operating in tight, shallow
areas and along seawalls where cut weeds accumulate,

» Note: A smaller machine would require more frequent offloading or desi gnated shoreline
collection points.

2. FEMA Floodplain Proposal — Impact and Weir Management

The proposed FEMA floodplain maps are based on unrealistic lake level projections of up to +6
ft, which is historically unsupported.

* Inrecorded history, the lake has only reached 806.5 ft ASL (Hurricane Agnes, 1972), just
3.5 ft above normal (803 ft).

» FEMA allows map challenges if lake level control mechanisms are addressed.

¢ Proposal: Evaluate weir modification to allow lake drawdown to 800 ft ASL. In the
event of a major flood, levels would remain within historic limits.

3. Dredging Feasibility — Shallow Areas & Stream Deltas
A resident has suggested dredging, not lakewide, but targeted dredging in problem zones:
¢ Shallow weed beds

* Gravel deposits at stream mouths
Past sediment core studies (2001) show deep phosphorus presence and contamination
risks, confirming that full-depth dredging is not practical. However, Chautauqua
Lake’s model (2013) shows that site-specific dredging for navigation and weed contro]
is feasible and fundable.

4. Steep Slope Runoff & Flood Mitigation

The majority of the Honeoye watershed consists of steep slopes, increasing flash flood and
sediment risks.

o In the last decade, at least two FEMA-level flood events have occurred from rapid
hillside runoff.

+ Proposal: Conduct a feasibility study for u pland stormwater barriers, dispersion
basins, or catchment systems above East and West Lake Roads.

¢ Without upstream controls, gravel bars and sediment “chocolate milk” plumes will
continue to worsen lake fill and water quality.




5. DEC Alum Final Report and Watershed actions.

* Please ask that task force members reach out to their contacts who can expedite the

Alum report and allow HVA and Task Force to resume efforts to improve lake water
quality.

6. Re-routing Mill Creek to Support Honeoye Lake Water Flow

A concept currently under review proposes installation of a holding pond within Sandy Bottom
Nature Park to help capture and settle sediment before it reaches Honeoye Outlet Creek. While
sediment control is important, we note that one of the reported causes of increased HAB
(Harmful Algal Bloom) severity has been the reduced inflow of water into Honeoye Lake.

To address this, we propose that any water retained in the Sandy Bottom holding pond be
routed directly into Honeoye Lake, rather than being diverted away. This controlled inflow
would help sustain consistent water levels, su pport flow over the weir, and could reduce stagnant
surface conditions that contribute to scum formation in the Honeoye Lake Park lake shore area

and the lake more broadly.

This modification would achieve two key benefits:

A. Maintain ecological balance by ensuring steady water movement through the lake
system.

B. Improve water quality by reducing stagnant conditions that favor al gal bloom
formation.

We encourage that this routing consideration be included as part of the final design and
evaluation for the proposed sediment control system.

7. Stream Water Sampling Near Potential Pollution Sources

There are several creeks that flow near two properties of concern — one adjacent to an old
automotive repair site and another near a horse stable. Both locations may contribute
pollutants to runoff entering Honeoye Lake.

We recommend that a targeted water sampling and testing project be initiated in these stream
areas to determine whether contaminants from either site are affectin g the lake’s water quality.

This investigation would serve two important purposes:

A. Verification: To provide data confirming whether these properties are contributing to
pollution, thereby removing them from concern if results are clean.

B. Mitigation Support: To identify and guide corrective measures if pollutants are
detected, ensuring the sources are addressed promptly and effectively.




We request that the Task Force or appropriate environmental agency include this testing as part
of the ongoing watershed monitoring program.

Discussion of the above ensued, but was agreed that expansion of the discussion be tabled for
another meeting.

Meeting adjourn at 7:25pm

Moved by SB, second by DC; motion carried

Minutes recorded by Jeremy Paris, Ontario County SWCD
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