Canadice Had A Post Office!

Our beautiful town of Canadice was
formed from the town of Richmond April
15, 1829. It lies in the southwestern part
Ontario County. The Post Office was
established May 20, 1829.

In the early days the post office was usually
in or very near the postmasters home. Our first
postmaster was Thomas Lewis Doolittle. He
was born to Abner and Johanna Lewis Doolittle
April 10, 1792 in Bethlehem, Connecticut. |

In 1816 Thomas, Zeriuah his wife, their
four children and his parents moved from
Vermont to Lysander, NY. They lived there
until the spring of 1825 when the extended
family moved to Canadice. Sadly his parents
died the next year.



The Doolittle's purchased the Sam Agard
farm when they came to Canadice. In the early
days Thomas ran a tavern and farmed the land.
Thomas became Post Master in 1829 and held
the position until 1841. In addition he served
as Town Clerk from 1832 — 1836 and 1842,
and Justice of the Peace 1846-1852.

Thomas Doolittle was a founding citizen
and served the community selflessly. Thomas
left this earth August 18, 1879 and is buried in
Canadice Corners Cemetery, what is now
Canadice Hill Cemetery.

Our second postmaster was Mark Langdell
Ray. He was born July 20, 1814 in Landgrove,
Bennington, Vermont. When Mark was six
years old, his parents John and Elizabeth
Langdell Ray/Rea, packed up their family and
came to Richmond, Ontario County, New York.



Mark was 12 years old when he went to live
with his sister Eleanor and her husband Richard
Walker in Canadice until age 21. During these
years he was able to attend school in the winter
and work the farm in summer. Mark also
taught school from ages 19 to 21.

In 1835 Mark Ray struck out to seek larger
towns. From Canadice to Rochester to Buffalo.
From Buffalo by boat to Detroit, Michigan.
Walking the final leg of his journey to Arnada
County Michigan. There he bought 160 acres
of land on section 12.

Returning to Canadice, he married Elvira
J Hartman. They bought a small farm in
Canadice where they lived for eight years.
During this time he served as Inspector of
schools, supervisor and postmaster from 1841-
1842.
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The Ray family moved back to Michigan
in 1852. Mr Ray bought a homestead in
sections14 and 16 in Concord, Michigan. He
grew that to 420 acres and was a prominent
citizen in the community. Mark Ray died
October 8, 1892 Concord, Jackson County,
Michigan.

Zebina Cornelius Andruss served as our
third postmaster. He was appointed July 27,
1842 and served until July 19, 1845.

Zebina was born August 12, 1794 in
Butternuts (Gilbertsville), Ostego County, New
York, to Benajah and Abigail Nash Andruss.
He was the second of their six children. The
war of 1812 called this young man to service.

Zebina married Almira Garlick in 1818.



She was born February 10, 1799. They lived on
a farm in Bluff Point in Jerusalem, Yates
County, New York. He was first a member of
the Whig party then a Republican. He was a
big deal in Yates County. Zebina served as a
magistrate and a judge in the county.

In 1841 the Andruss family moved to
Canadice, Ontario County, New York. The
Andruss name is still present in this area today.

George Cornelius Spencer was born in
Schuyler, Herkimer County, New York on June
13, 1810. His parents were Elias and Lydia
Spencer. In 1860 Elias moved his family to
Canadice, George was still a young child.

When he grew to manhood, he married
Annette Hartson July 15, 1834. Sadly after
giving birth to six children, three boys three
girls she passed away on December 20, 1844.
George then married Almira M Gould of



Canadice on June 6, 1847. They added two
more sons and one more daughter to the family:.

George’s first business venture was boating
on the Erie Canal. With the money he made, he
bought a farm in Canadice. He discovered
farming was not for him. Looking for other
challenges Spencer was a Sheriff, built and
managed a hotel. George served Canadice as
its fourth Post Master from 1845-1847. Also
he served as a Justice and practiced law.

As if this was not enough general
merchandising can be added to his resume.
1849 Mr Spencer closed the business in
Canadice and moved to Livonia, Livingston,
NY. There he went into the mercantile
business.

George bought a 300 acre parcel of land in
1859 in Smyrma, Otisco County, Michigan.



That land had an unfinished hotel on it. He
finished it and ran it for six years in his
retirement. George then rented the hotel out
and built himself a grand home.

Retirement became too boring, so he
purchased half ownership in a flour/grist mill.
This purchase was very soon after the Civil
War. The venture suffered very heavy losses.
Mr. Spencer’s health declined very quickly
after this and he passed on February 4, 1882
Smyrma, Ionia Michigan.

Our fifth Post Master is Alanson Whitaker
Austin. He was born on September 7, 1821 to
Dr Sylvester and Mary Whitaker Austin. The
Austin family came to Canadice in 1836 from
Orange County, New York. Dr Austin bought a
farm and had his own medical practice. He
was also a state legislator in 1843.



Like their father, sons Alanson and
Nathaniel also served their community. In
1855 Nathaniel was town supervisor. His
brother Alanson served as superintendent of
schools and town supervisor from 1863-1865.

It was sometime after this the family moved
to Battlecreek, Calhoun County, Michigan. All
the children were born in Canadice and died in
Michigan.

There was not much information on our
sixth Post Master. Joseph S Secor served for
four years, 1849 -1853. He was born June 30,
1805 Yates County, New York to Isaac and
Elethear (Ella) Smith Secor.

Joseph married a woman named Catharine,
maiden name unknown
There were two children from this union, Sarah



and Isaac. After his duty was through the
tamily moved to Wayland, Steuben County,
New York where Joseph S Secor was laid to
rest in Wayland Village Cemetery on July 7,
1878.

July 16, 1819 Anna Stuart and husband
Robert Ogden welcomed their fourth child,
Robert Jr. He was born in Kent, Litchfield
County, Connecticut. By 1840 the family
was in Canadice.

Robert Jr married Elanor Hogland of
Canadice April 8, 1852. The next year he
became Post Master. Robert Ogden Jr served
as our seventh (1853-1863) and our tenth
(1866-1868) Post Master.

When his duties were completed the family
moved to Hamilton, Caldwell County,
Missouri. Robert Ogden Jr died there on
January 28, 1899.



There was not much information on our
eleventh Post Master Aiken Stark. He was
born in December 1825, location unknown.
His parents were Joseph and Sarah Osborne
Stark. Aiken married MaryAnn in 1861. They
had two children, Arthur and Ella. Mr Aiken
Stark died July 24, 1904.

Edwin Amos Stillman was born to a
widowed mother on July 13, 1813, Middletown
Connecticut. His father had died five months
before.

Edwin learned to fend for himself when he
was a young boy. At thirteen he traveled to the
West Indies. He returned at eighteen and went
to Brown University and Newton Theological



Institute, Rode Island. Edwin was going to
study ministry.

- Soon after entering college Edwin became
involved in Abolition. He decided he could not
become a minister because the churches did not
support the anti slavery cause. In 1835 Edwin
turned his studies to Civil Engineering and
Surveying.

Upon graduation he went to work for the
New York/Erie Railroad. Hired as surveyor
and assistant engineer, Stillman oversaw the
construction of the railroad in Canadagiua and
Niagara Falls.

Mr Stillman married Jane Cochrane
December 20, 1842. Jane was from Canadice.
The couple started out in Sprmgwater but soon
moved to Canadice. The Stillmans had seven
children.
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Edwin engaged in the lumber business after
his marriage. When the family came to
Canadice, Edwin became an active republican.
He was our eighth Post Master under President
Lincoln and a Justice of the Peace in Canadice
for many years.

Mr Edwin A Stillman died June 14, 1892 in
Canadice, Ontario County, New York. He is
buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Springwater,
‘New York.

Joseph Tague was born in Lafayette, Sussex
County, New Jersey July 8, 1818. In 1836,
just 16 yrs old he came to Canadice from
Orange County, New York. Joseph with

Canadice resident James B Sayre to our town.

In 1845 Joseph married Barbary Ann

Struble. The Struble family also came to
Canadice from Lafayette, New Jersey in the
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1820°s. They had three daughters, Mary,
Emma and Sarah.

In addition to his main job as a blacksmith,
Joseph also served as our 9th, 12th and 14th
Post Master. He was appointed by President
Lincoln and served under the next five
presidents. Joseph also was town clerk and
Esquire.

Mr Joseph Tague died in Canadice on
January 30, 1894. He is buried in Canadice
Corners Cemetery next to his wife.

Our thirteenth Post Master Mansell Smith
was born 1823 in New York to William and
Olive Gray Smith. He served form 1885-1890.
Mansell was in the town as early as 1860,
shown by census records. Mr Smith owned and
ran his farm at the south end of Canadice Lake.



Mr Smith was married twice. His first wife's
name is unknown. There were two sons from
this marriage, William and Frank. Franks birth
was in 1850, their mother died May 22, 1852.

His second wife was Sara Ann Warrick,
born in 1847 and died June 29, 1915 in
Canadice. Sarah and Mansell were the parents
of three daughters Mary 1866-1933, Lydia
1869-1888and Carrie 1874-1959. Mansell R
Smith died January 15, 1892 and is buried in
Canadice Corners Cemetery.

Hugh Wright served as our 15™ Post Master,
1893-1897. Born right here in Canadice in
1816 to Isaac and Mary Wing Wright. The
third of five children, Hugh spent his entire life
in that house on the family farm.



June 12, 1881 Hugh Wright married
Elizabeth (Libbie) Huff. The couple had two
children, Mearle 1882-1977 and Lena 1887-
1969.

Mr Hugh Wright a well known and active
member of the community, left this earth April
1, 1923. He is survived by his children, brother
Burr and sister Cora. Services were April 5" in
Canadice with burial to follow.

Our last and only Post Mistress was Sarah
Tague Beam. She was born September 7, 1849
probably Canadice, to Joseph and Barbary A
Struble.

The records I could find indicate Sarah
married Albert Beam. Their child Jennie Rose
Beam Hayward came from that union. Sarah
died July 11, 1912 in Canadice, New York.



